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Meſſicurs Brooke and Helter. 


T is too well known to need any repreſenting to this Honourable Houſe, how for many 
Years paſt, the Wines commonly Sold in Taverns, as well in this City as through the 
Kingdom, were fo generally Adulrerated and Spoiled with Scandalous Mixtures, and 
Arts of the Vintners and Coopers, that little or no Wine, either Pleaſant to the Palate, 

or Safe to the Health of the Drinker, was to be had; and yet, that even thoſe Adulterated 
Wines were Sold at Exceſſive and Unreaſonable Prices: The firft injuring the Health, and the 
other the Trade, and both leſſening the Importation and Conſumption of Wine in General. 

Brooke and Hellier may without Vanity aſſume, that they have been Inſtrumental to reform 
theſe Abuſes, (1.) By breaking the Combinations of the Vintners for engroſſing all the Wines 
into their Hands. (2.) By expoſing to Sale by Retale true Net and Uncorrupted Wine, Na. 
- tural, and without Mixture. (3.) By reducing the Price of Retaled Wine from 2 5s. per 
Quart for Mixt and Adulterated Stuff, to 18 d. per Quart for real Wine, Unmixt and Na- 
tural, as above; by which, not only the Town is reſtored to the drinking of good Wine, 
which they had almoſt forgot, but the Trade to Portugal reſtor'd and recovered, which was 
: evidently ſunk before, as they doubt not will appear by the great Import of Wines, for the 
Time to come more than for ſeveral Years before. 

Now altho' they are not pleading any Merit on this Account to obtain any Advantage above 
other Importers of Wines, yet they humbly hope they have at leaſt merited thereby not to be 
uſed worſe, have harder Meaſure, than .other Merchants, or to be diſcouraged in their 
Buſineſs, by being obliged to pay higher Duties than others, by which thoſe other Merchants 
being enabled to underſel, may Ruin and Deſtroy their Trade. 

They acknowledge that they have Sold great Quantities of Wine by Retale, and they make 
no Scruple to pay Retalers Duty for ſuch Wines as the Law direfs ; but as they were bred 
Merchants, and always Traded as Merchants, without Retaling at all, except on this known 
Occaſion, they cannot but think it would be very hard to oblige them to lay down the reſt of 
their Trade, or to Trade ar the Diſadvantage of Eight per Cent. Dearer than their Neighbours. 

The Retaling being therefore but a Part of their Trade, and an Accident to the reſt, they 
humbly alledge does no Way interfere with their Trade as Merchants, nor can they be in 
Reaſon treated in One General Capacity when they appear to Trade in Two. 

The Cuſtom-Houſe have yet gone further, (viz.) to charge them with Retalers Duty in 
the Outports, where they have not Retaled at all; as if, becauſe they were Retalers in Lon- 
don, they might not be Wholeſale Men, and Merchants in Tarmoath. | 

Nor is it equal on many other Accounts, particularly fince all the Coopers, who Import 
Wines in their own Names, pay as Merchants only ; and yer it is evident that they are all Re- 
talers, and own themſelves to be ſo on ſeveral Occafions, 
The Pergtioners beg leave humbly to repreſent to this Honourable Houſe, that all the Duty of 
Wines Imported paid as Retalers by the Importer, except what they have been now obliged to 

ay, amounts but to Forty Pounds, or thereabouts, in the Whole for Seven Years paft; as 
by the Books of the Cuſtom- Houſe aforeſaid will appear; yet the ſeveral Importers of Wine 
in this City, have not only openly Sold their Wines by Retale; but have, in their Printed Papers 
andAdvertiſements, owned themſelves to be both Importers and Retalers alſo: And it is hum- 
bly ſuggeſted, that if all the Wines Imported by Retalers, in the Senſe above, had paid as 
the Petitioners are now charged, many Thouſand Pounds would have been received for Her 
Majeſty in the {aid Seven Years paſt. EE 3 
They humbly beg leave to hope they have done nothing to forfeit the equal Claim to Her 
Majeſt ies Favour in this Caſe, with other Importers; ſince tis apparent, that by their Means 
they have reſtored the Wine Trade in General, and they doubt not the Conſequence will be 
great Advantage to Her Majeſties Revenue, and the Encouragement of the Eng/i/h ManufaQtures 
having themſelves: paid to Her Majeſty, within One Year, above Twenty-hive Thouſaud 
Pounds Sterling for Cuftoms. N Ps os OOO 3 

And eſpecially ſince their Demand in their preſent Application to the Houſe is no more than 
what they conceive conſiſts with the higheſt Juſtice and Equity, (vzz.) that they ſhould pay 
only as Merchants for ſuch Wines as they have Imported, or ſhall Import, as Merchants, and 
{hall Sell whole and unbroken, as Merchants; being content to pay as Retalers for ſuch Wines as 
they ſhall Sell by Retale, and to ſubmit to any ſuch Orders and Regulations for the juſt and fair 
diſtinguiſhing them one from the other, as to this Honourable Houſe ſhall ſcem meet. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to this Honowrable Houſe, &c. 


